Brafferton & Helperby Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 18 February 2026
Held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr Nigel Denison (Chairman), Cllr Peter Mitchell, Cllr Mark Darwin, Cllr Steve Lewis, Cllr Angela Horner, Cllr Deidre Brown. Cllr Mitchell stood in as Clerk.
1. Apologies for absence
1.1. Apologies were received from Cllr Andy Gale and Tony Whiting
2. Declarations of interest not already declared under the council’s Code of Conduct or members’ Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. None declared.
3. Public participation – a representative from the Recreation Trust attended. The trustees of Helperby Estate are looking for a guarantor if the Recreation Trust could no longer maintain the proposed playground. The Parish Council was asked if it would be the guarantor. A copy of the lease was sent by email to the Chairman/Vice Chairman. The council will consider this matter at its March meeting. There is a £500 rent to consider and an estimated running cost of £3,000 a year.
4. Comments from councillors. The unreliability of the bin collection programme was discussed and Cllr Baker appraised of the issues raised by the community. Bin collections could be further disrupted by a new policy that would mean residents living up tracks with fewer than 4 homes would have to move their bins to the roadside, which may be a considerable distance in some cases. Cllr Baker said that an additional bin for each household would be introduced from August 2026. The council feared this may lead to further disruption.
5. Chairman’s report.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Baker for the grant of £400 from her Locality Budget towards the purchase of a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS).  This would help the Council to reduce traffic speeds entering the village.
6. News from North Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Baker attended having submitted a written report earlier. The proposed Sedgeby Solar Farm was discussed but it was not certain how it would affect the Parish as it would not extend across the parish. 	Cllr Baker also confirmed that due to boundary changes, Tholthorpe and Myton would in future be outside the current Ward boundary and would fall under Alne.
7. The minutes of the council meeting held on 21 January 2026 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
8. Clerk’s report and correspondence
8.1. The Clerk’s report was read in his absence as he was unable to attend.
8.2. The tree survey report was still awaited but it was confirmed that the tree near the docks with the tree house did not belonging to the Council. Due to flooding, examination of the willow tree by the river bank, which had been identified as a potential risk, could not be undertaken.
8.3. A resident had called at the Clerk’s house to report a vehicle had mounted the pavement by the Raskelf Road chicane and brought down a telegraph pole. The Clerk had contacted BT and emailed the police. BT responded very promptly but the police did not reply. As a result of this incident, a meeting with NYC Highways was requested.
8.4. NYC’s detailed response to problems emptying recycling bins on time and issues with collection of dog excrement had been circulated. The message had also been posted on the Parish Council’s Facebook page by Cllr Horner. 
8.5. CIL update on site meetings involving the Chairman and Clerk relating to the cobbles near the noticeboards and the lytchgate. Clerk to seek updated estimate for cobbles repair and to confirm the approach in the lytchgate area following legal advice.
8.6. The Parish Council noticeboards are in a poor state of repair.  A permanent solution is required to cover the Christmas tree hole in the cobbles. Clerk to seek estimates.
8.7. Allotments – 3 people are on the waiting list, but none want allotments on Raskelf Road. A request for people’s ideas about untenanted allotments would be in the Clerk’s column in the March edition of the Village magazine.
8.8. Grass cutting. No reply to request for an uplift up to 4% for NYC’s contribution to the Council’s cost for cutting verges. The Council must respond to NYC by 28 February.
8.9. There is a civic church service in Helmsley on 21 February. Chairman to attend.
8.10. Keep Britain Tidy has invited the Council to join the Great British Spring Clean 13-29 March.  Councillors agreed that the village should participate.

9. Financial Matters 
10. Clerk’s financial report
10.1. At 31 January Current a/c £2,282.12, Reserve a/c £5,546.20, CIL a/c £18,171.21. 
10.2. The bank reconciliation statement had been reviewed by the Finance Working Group- at the start of the meeting.
11. To note Payment Card Purchases (PCP) and note or approve accounts received:
11.1. Technical assistance re the printer £36 PCP. This and a similar amount in December  would both  be refunded. Noted
11.2. Invoice from Tony Scaborough for flailing £441.60 paid and noted 

12. Matters for Consideration
 
12.1. Golden Lion update. The Council had applied to re-register the Golden Lion as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). NYC has until 24 March to respond with a decision.
12.2.  Highways and traffic. Chairman updated the Council about a site meeting he had held        with the Clerk and Paul Crosby, NYC Project Engineer on 16 February. The meeting addressed the following:
12.2.1. The sink hole in Raskelf Road by Cllr Lewis’s house is to be filled in and the cobbles re-laid within a month.  
12.2.2. Blocked gulleys in Raskelf Road had been reported to NYC. It was thought they had been jetted but not satisfactorily. Paul Crosby had said they would be jetted again and that he would advise the date this would be done. Chairman to meet the resident who had raised the problem at the previous meeting of the Council and have the drainage situation and relevant responsibilities on Raskelf Road explained to him in more detail.
12.2.3. Blocked gullies by the Sports Field on the York Road had been reported to NYC. Highways Officer to attend. 
12.2.4. Chairman had written a report about flooding on York Road and the need for better access for pedestrians to the Sports Field, perhaps through a new footpath. A suggestion from the floor was to cut a path through the woods so shortening the length and cost of the pavement. The path could be made of gravel and would not require expensive kerbstones. 
12.2.5. Chairman said that a report submitted last year about the need for dropped kerbs to allow access for prams and pushchairs had been ‘lost’ in the NYC system. It would be sent to Area 2 again and Paul Crosy would re-instate it.
12.2.6. Dangerous section of Raskelf Road from the chicane to the junction with Boroughbridge Road. Incidences of vehicles mounting the pavement by the chicane to avoid a head-on collision had been reported by a resident. Paul Crosby witnessed poor driving and failure to comply with the Highway Code whilst attending.  At the site meeting with Paul Crosby discussion centred on the possibility of installing double yellow lines on the northern side of Raskelf Road from the junction with the Boroughbridge Rd to a point just beyond the entrance to the Chestnuts house in line with the Highway Code’s requirement to avoid parking near a junction and impeding access. This approach would provide an area for vehicles approaching from Boroughbridge to pull in to allow other vehicles already committed and beyond the chicane to pass.  The Council agreed to ask NYC Highways to develop this proposal for further consideration.
12.2.7. The latest traffic report from VAS on Boroughbridge Road had been circulated before the meeting. It was agreed to buy a second VAS from the same manufacturer as, although cheaper options may be available, they will not fit on the existing poles.
12.3. Street lighting.  The street lighting situation near the Pinfold would be examined after the meeting.

13. Ongoing Issues
13.1. Cobbles project – no comments

14. Planning Matters
14.1    Applications ZB26/00123/FUL and ZB26/00124/LBC received after date for issuing the agenda for planning and listed building consent at Laurel Farm, Brafferton had been circulated to councillors. No objections from the Parish Council. Clerk to inform NYC.

15.Planning Decisions/information

15.1   Planning Application ZB25/01955/FUL, formation of off-street parking and               retrospective application for construction of a dropped curb at 2 Chestnut Row, Raskelf Road. No objections from the Parish Council – awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.2.  Planning Application ZB26/00056/CAT, works top fell a Cypress tree, Holly tree and Hawthorn bush in a conservation area, Burnside, Dunroyal and replace with fruit trees. No objections from the Parish Council – awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.3.   Planning Application ZB25/02150/FUL, construction of rear infill extension 10 High Farm Cottages, Raskelf Road – granted.
15.4.   Planning Application ZB25/00126/FUL, construction of 27 dwellings including associated infrastructure, open space and landscaping on land off Broad Ford Drive, Brafferton - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council. It was reported that groundworks had started and the application had been amended. Clerk to check.
15.5.  Planning Application ZB25/00954/FUL, proposed change of use of land for the siting of 24no holiday cabins (phase 2) at Brafferton Manor Farm, Brafferton Manor Station, Brafferton - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.6.  Planning Application ZB24/00913/FUL (amended), proposed residential scheme for 8 units on land to the south of Raskelf Road, adjacent to Balk Avenue, Helperby - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council. Clerk to check if this application has been withdrawn.

16.Closing Matters
17.Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting: Recreation Trust’s lease, maintenance of flower beds at entrances to the village. 
18. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 18 March 2026.

