Brafferton & Helperby Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 21 January 2026
Held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr Nigel Denison (Chairman), Cllr Peter Mitchell, Cllr Mark Darwin, Cllr Steve Lewis, Cllr Andy Gale, Tony Whiting (Clerk).
1. Apologies for absence
1.1. Apologies were received from Cllr Deidre Brown.
2. Declarations of interest not already declared under the council’s Code of Conduct or members’ Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. Cllr Denison declared an interest in item 12.5 as he is Chairman of the church’s Fabric Committee.
3. Public participation – four members of the public attended. The first speaker was concerned that blocked gulleys on Raskelf Road were causing his allotment to flood. Two NYC surveyors had been out but without any result. Clerk to follow up with NYC. The speaker added that some of the untenanted allotments were in an overgrown condition. This would be discussed later in the meeting. Three gulleys on York Road were blocked, causing flooding near the Sports Field. Clerk to follow up with photographs to NYC and Cllr Baker. Chairman to contact NYC with photographs. The second speaker was concerned about potholes and said he would report them to NYC. He also referred to the planting boxes at the three approaches to the village which were no longer being gardened. He felt his wife would volunteer to tend the one on Raskelf Road.
4. To receive news from North Yorkshire Council. 
Cllr Baker attended having submitted a written report earlier. She said the Boundary Commission had recommended that the Hillside Division, which she represents, should no longer include Myton and Tholthorpe. She would send a form to apply for a small grant towards the cost of a second Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS).   
5. To receive comments from councillors
  5.1 Cllr Darwin said a lady had fallen after slipping on dog excrement. Councillors expressed their sympathy and various suggestions were proposed. Cllr Horner to be asked to post an item on Facebook to encourage owners who did not pick up after their dogs to be more responsible. Cllr Darwin added that two ladies had questioned why the Clerk had included a reference to the Brafferton and Helperby Fund in his Parish Council news column in the Village magazine. The Clerk explained this was to highlight the village’s giving nature in a column that also listed organisations that had benefited from parish council donations.
5.2 Cllr Lewis spoke of a hole that had been outside his house for several weeks. He would send the Clerk information about it. The Clerk would follow it up and copy in Cllr Baker.       
6. Chairman’s report	
6.1. Chairman welcomed back the Clerk after his recover from illness over Christmas. In covering for the Clerk for several days, he had realised this confirmed the need for the Business Continuity Plan which he would continue to work on.
6.2. He had raised the issue of the Post Office van cutting its weekly visit from one hour to half an hour with the Easingwold and District Community Partnership Group.	
7. The minutes of the council meeting held on 10 December 2025 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
8. Clerk’s report and correspondence
8.1. The Clerk thanked the Chairman for covering for him during his illness.
8.2. He had told NYC that the council had no objections to a planning application for a rear infill extension at 10 High Farm Cottages, Raskelf Road.
8.3. Area 2 Highways had delayed its workshops until March on streetworks, traffic engineering, development control and grass cutting. Chairman and the Clerk to attend plus any councillors who wished to join them. 
8.4. A letter from NYC had asked if the Council wished to continue its practice of cutting highways verges and receiving a refund from NYC in return. The proposed refund for 2026-27 was £438.20, an increase of 3.4%. Clerk to continue to query how the percentage increase was calculated.
8.5. Councillors were invited to a Civic Service in Helmsley on February 22. Chairman had said he would attend. Other councillors who wished to attend should inform the Clerk who would book places for them.
8.6. The Clerk had accompanied a representative from Barnes Associates on a tree survey the previous day. A report was expected soon and would be discussed at a future meeting. 
8.7. A resident had written to the Clerk about the problem of vehicles approaching the village from Easingwold mounting the footpath on Raskelf Road near the chicane. The Clerk to write to the resident explaining that the Council would follow up with NYC.
8.8. A letter had been received that afternoon re the proposed Sedgeby Solar Farm at Sessay. It was consulting on the remit of an Environmental Statement in a potential Scoping Survey. Chairman and the Clerk to discuss after the meeting. 

9. Financial Matters 
10. Clerk’s financial report
10.1. At 31 December Current a/c £3,16.35, Reserve a/c £5,573.78, CIL a/c £18,239.55. 
10.2. Since 31 December credit interest from the CIL account (£76.34) and Reserve account (£35.58) had been transferred to the Current account.
10.3. An Inspire grant of £1,000 from NYC had also been credited to the Current account.
10.4. NYC had acknowledged receipt of the Council’s precept request for £18,600 for 2026-27.
11. To note Payment Card Purchases (PCP) and note or approve accounts received:
11.1. Technical assistance re the printer £36 PCP noted
11.2. Winter grit from NYC £180 noted
11.3. Dawnay Farms Christmas tree £120 noted
11.4. HMRC PAYE quarterly payment £239.82 noted
11.5. Helperby Estates annual fee for the allotments £10 noted

12. Matters for Consideration

12.1. Update on community matters. A representative of the Recreation Trust reported on progress. The Trust had signed the lease but was awaiting counter-signatures from Helperby Estates. It would follow up their solicitor. There was £56,000 in the bank account but around £250,000 was needed to complete the project. Chairman congratulated the Trust for its progress. The Council will lobby NYC for CIL money to support the project. Regular updates would be welcome.
A written report was submitted by the Sports Association about its plans to transform the traditional pavilion into a community sports and activity hub. It had raised £60,000 towards the costs of £140,000 and was awaiting the imminent outcome of an application for £49,999 to the York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority. Other funding options were being actively explored. The group was concerned about difficulty of access to the Sports Field and hoped to improve this by a pavement/footpath along the side of the road to the entrance.
The final community update was from the Chairman who spoke of work taking place on the church including repairs to the stonework and the need to move from an oil to an electric heating system.
 
12.2. Golden Lion update. The Council agreed an application to re-register the Golden Lion as an Asset of Community Value should be submitted before the present application expired on 26 January. The Clerk to submit.
12.3. Christmas tree arrangements. Chairman suggested that in future the Council should coordinate the arrangements involving the Christmas tree from its identification through to its decoration, the switching on of the lights and its disposal. It would be an ideal project to be led by a councillor. No councillor stepped forward but Cllr Gale said he would be prepared to join a working party. It was agreed to discuss this at the March meeting.
12.4. Speeding in the village. Chairman thanked the volunteers who were dealing with the VAS. One of them had prepared a report about the results from the sign on Raskelf Road. It showed that around 20% of drivers were speeding. Clerk to circulate the report to councillors. The volunteers will move the sign to a new location every month or so and email a report to the Council about its findings regularly so evidence can be gathered to support any case to be made to NYC. The volunteers are to investigate the options and costs for a second VAS.
12.5. Grant request from St Peter’s Church, Brafferton. Cllr Mitchell chaired this item. The church had submitted a request for £1,100 towards the £1,257 annual costs of cutting the grass in the churchyard. Resolved: to make a grant of £1,100.
12.6. Suggestions for Community Infrastructure Spending Levy (CIL) projects 2026-27. Ideas included purchase of a second VAS, work around the lychgate area of the church and recobbling a driveway of sunken cobbles to the north of the parish noticeboard on Main Street. Clerk to seek estimates for the latter two items. As an aside, Cllr Gale added that a working party could strim back nettles and undergrowth on the path to the sports field twice a year
12.7. Untenanted allotments. The Council agreed with the member of the public who had spoken about certain untenanted allotments on Raskelf Road becoming very overgrown, unsightly and unusable as allotments in their present state. One had been cleared in the past at a cost of around £500 but it was as bad as ever now. One thought was to plant fruit trees and create an orchard. It was agreed to seek ideas from residents. 

13. Ongoing Issues
13.1. Cobbles project – no comments

14. Planning Matters
1. 14.1    Planning Matters
14.1. Planning Application ZB25/01955/FUL, formation of off-street parking and               retrospective application for construction of a dropped curb at 2 Chestnut Row, Raskelf Road. Resolved: no objections. Clerk to inform NYC.


15.Planning Decisions/information

15.1  Planning Application ZB25/02150/FUL, construction of rear infill extension 10 High Farm Cottages, Raskelf Road – awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.2 Planning Application ZB25/00126/FUL, construction of 27 dwellings including associated infrastructure, open space and landscaping on land off Broad Ford Drive, Brafferton - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.3 Planning Application ZB25/00954/FUL, proposed change of use of land for the siting of 24no holiday cabins (phase 2) at Brafferton Manor Farm, Brafferton Manor Station, Brafferton - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council.
15.4 Planning Application ZB24/00913/FUL (amended), proposed residential scheme for 8 units on land to the south of Raskelf Road, adjacent to Balk Avenue, Helperby - awaiting decision by North Yorkshire Council. Clerk to check for an update.

16.Closing Matters
17.Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting: street lighting, grass cutting, Golden Lion update. Discussion about a village litter picking group to be included on the March agenda.
18. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 18 February 2026.

